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Statewide College Enrollment Breaks Growth Trend 
 

HARTFORD, Dec. 19 – Following three years of slowing growth in enrollment, the total number of students 
attending Connecticut’s public and private colleges edged down this fall, according to preliminary tallies 
compiled by the Office of Higher Education.  
 
 Based on figures reported by public and private colleges to the Office of Higher Education, statewide 
college enrollment this fall slipped by 897 students or 0.4 percent to 202,095 over last year’s total, 
signaling a halt in the annual record highs that have occurred since 2001. The slippage was due mostly to 
fewer numbers of students attending part-time both among undergraduates (down 1.8 percent) and 
graduate students (down 3.4 percent).  Full-time enrollment, in contrast, held steady, up 0.2 percent 
among undergraduates, and 2.2 percent among graduate students.  
 
 Overall enrollment was up in the independent sector but down within the public sector. However, 
nearly all of the private sector increase was due to record growth at Post University (up 765 or 10.5 
percent) – nearly all in online enrollment of part-time undergraduates – and at Sacred Heart University (up 
549 or 8.5 percent). If not for these two schools, enrollment would have dipped 0.5 percent across the 
private colleges.   
 
 In addition to Post and Sacred Heart, other colleges enrolling record numbers of students were 
Gateway Community College (up 210 to 7,976), the University of New Haven (up 204 to 6,351), the 
University of Saint Joseph (up 115 to 2,640), Quinnipiac University (up 189 to 8,803), Goodwin College (up 
71 to 3,388) and Holy Apostles College and Seminary (up 13 to 385). 
 
 “Enrollment growth has been levelling off for some time so this small dip is not unexpected,” stated 
Jane A. Ciarleglio, Executive Director of the Office of Higher Education. “Our colleges continue to attract 
healthy numbers of traditional-age students who tend to attend full-time. In comparison, part-time 
enrollments are more subject to changing economic conditions.  Fewer part-time students may indicate 
that more adults, who usually take a limited number of courses, are finding jobs as Connecticut’s economy 
improves.  That’s good news for the economy but a challenge for our colleges.”  
 
 Among the independents, enrollment rose at all types of colleges. At the four-year nationals 
(Connecticut College, Trinity, Wesleyan and Yale), numbers rose 0.8 percent, reflecting continuing growth 
in full-time students. At the regional non-profits, counts increased 1.5 percent driven by growth in full-
time undergraduates at the University of New Haven, Quinnipiac University, Sacred Heart University and 
the University of Bridgeport. Within the regional for-profit category, Post’s dramatic gains were offset by 
losses at the three other for-profits, one of which -- Sanford-Brown -- is closing and not accepting new 
students.  
 
 Within the public sector, enrollment at the University of Connecticut rose 0.7 percent to 30,256, just 
shy of its peak of 30,525 reached in 2011. At the ConnSCU system, enrollment at the four state universities 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Connie Fraser (860)947-1801 Work 

 (860)986-3508 Cell 

 

mailto:cfraser@ctdhe.org


was down 2.2 percent to 34,062, reflecting continued losses in the number of part-time graduate students, 
and variances in annual patterns since CSU’s peak enrollment of 38,361 posted in 1989. Enrollment at the 
community colleges fell 2.1 percent to 56,977, reflecting losses in both full-time enrollment (down 1.8 
percent) and part-time enrollment (down 2.3 percent).  Enrollment at these colleges peaked at 58,352 
students in 2010.  The community colleges remain the largest public higher education system in 
Connecticut and have been the fastest growing over the past decade.  

 
 

* * * * * * * 
Attachment: Fall 2013 preliminary headcount table. 

 



Full- Time Part- Time Total Full- Time Part- Time Total Full- Time Part- Time Total # %

National Non-Profit Independents 12,384 168 12,552 6,703 371 7,074 19,087 539 19,626 19,472 154 0.8%

Connecticut College 1,877 38 1,915 4 3 7 1,881 41 1,922 1,933 -11 -0.6%

Trinity College 2,184 117 2,301 4 85 89 2,188 202 2,390 2,371 19 0.8%

Wesleyan University 2,899 7 2,906 192 107 299 3,091 114 3,205 3,262 -57 -1.7%

Yale University 5,424 6 5,430 6,503 176 6,679 11,927 182 12,109 11,906 203 1.7%

Regional Non-Profit Independents 28,227 7,168 35,395 6,239 7,703 13,942 34,466 14,871 49,337 48,586 751 1.5%

Albertus Magnus College 1,199 79 1,278 270 34 304 1,469 113 1,582 1,667 -85 -5.1%

Fairfield University 3,546 327 3,873 384 662 1,046 3,930 989 4,919 4,999 -80 -1.6%

Goodwin College 593 2,795 3,388 0 0 593 2,795 3,388 3,317 71 2.1%

Graduate Institute, The 0 0 184 0 184 184 184 229 -45 -19.7%

Hartford Seminary 0 0 36 87 123 36 87 123 142 -19 -13.4%

Holy Apostles College and Seminary 36 22 58 87 240 327 123 262 385 372 13 3.5%

Legion of Christ College of Humanities † 61 1 62 0 0 61 1 62 69 -7 -10.1%

Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts 69 8 77 69 8 77 73 4 5.5%

Mitchell College 747 119 866 0 0 747 119 866 858 8 0.9%

Quinnipiac University 6,307 235 6,542 1,295 966 2,261 7,602 1,201 8,803 8,614 189 2.2%

Rensselaer at Hartford 0 0 11 270 281 11 270 281 341 -60 -17.6%

Sacred Heart University 3,773 716 4,489 769 1,725 2,494 4,542 2,441 6,983 6,434 549 8.5%

St. Vincent's College 165 662 827 0 0 165 662 827 824 3 0.4%

University of Bridgeport 2,035 800 2,835 1,124 883 2,007 3,159 1,683 4,842 4,877 -35 -0.7%

University of Hartford 4,495 692 5,187 718 915 1,633 5,213 1,607 6,820 6,894 -74 -1.1%

University of New Haven 4,407 457 4,864 935 756 1,691 5,342 1,213 6,555 6,351 204 3.2%

University of Saint Joseph 794 255 1,049 426 1,165 1,591 1,220 1,420 2,640 2,525 115 4.6%

Regional For-Profit Independents 3,557 4,868 8,425 252 459 711 3,809 5,327 9,136 9,015 121 1.3%

Lincoln College of New England 494 343 837 0 0 494 343 837 1,230 -393 -32.0%

Paier College of Art 112 43 155 0 0 112 43 155 192 -37 -19.3%

Post University 2,903 4,468 7,371 252 459 711 3,155 4,927 8,082 7,317 765 10.5%

Sanford Brown College † (closing) 48 14 62 0 0 48 14 62 276 -214 -77.5%

TOTAL INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS 44,168 12,204 56,372 13,194 8,533 21,727 57,362 20,737 78,099 77,073 1,026 1.3%

Yellow highlight indicates new enrollment record.

Fall 2013* Enrollment: Connecticut Degree Granting  Independent Colleges and Universities

* Data for Fall 2013 are census-date counts.  They are not official until reported to IPEDS in spring 2014.

† Two-year institution.

Reported to the Office of Higher Education, 11/15/13.
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ChangeUndergraduate Graduate Fall 2013 Totals

Data Source: Current year figures as reported by institutions; prior year figures from the CT Office of Higher Education Enrollment Database.



Full- Time Part- Time Total Full- Time Part- Time Total Full- Time Part- Time Total # %

University of Connecticut 20,648 1,947 22,595 5,263 2,616 7,879 25,911 4,563 30,474 30,256 218 0.7%

Storrs 17,219 813 18,032 4,723 2,614 7,337 21,942 3,427 25,369 24,955 414 1.7%

Avery Point 539 143 682 0 539 143 682 765 -83 -10.8%

Stamford 924 439 1,363 0 924 439 1,363 1,377 -14 -1.0%

Tri-Campus 
1

1,966 552 2,518 0 1,966 552 2,518 2,631 -113 -4.3%

UConn Health Center 
2

0 0 0 540 2 542 540 2 542 528 14 2.7%

ConnSCU - Connecticut State Universities 23,429 5,270 28,699 1,598 3,765 5,363 25,027 9,035 34,062 34,824 -762 -2.2%

Central 7,624 2,147 9,771 584 1,510 2,094 8,208 3,657 11,865 12,091 -226 -1.9%

Eastern 4,395 784 5,179 67 122 189 4,462 906 5,368 5,440 -72 -1.3%

Southern 7,016 1,241 8,257 876 1,671 2,547 7,892 2,912 10,804 11,117 -313 -2.8%

Western 4,394 1,098 5,492 71 462 533 4,465 1,560 6,025 6,176 -151 -2.4%

ConnSCU - Connecticut Community Colleges 
3

19,243 37,734 56,977 19,243 37,734 56,977 58,228 -1,251 -2.1%

Asnuntuck 703 1,012 1,715 703 1,012 1,715 1,673 42 2.5%

Capital 993 3,175 4,168 993 3,175 4,168 4,425 -257 -5.8%

Gateway 2,689 5,497 8,186 2,689 5,497 8,186 7,976 210 2.6%

Housatonic 1,843 3,970 5,813 1,843 3,970 5,813 6,077 -264 -4.3%

Manchester 2,712 4,859 7,571 2,712 4,859 7,571 7,692 -121 -1.6%

Middlesex 1,089 1,811 2,900 1,089 1,811 2,900 2,933 -33 -1.1%

Naugatuck Valley 2,603 4,691 7,294 2,603 4,691 7,294 7,419 -125 -1.7%

Northwestern 457 1,092 1,549 457 1,092 1,549 1,423 126 8.9%

Norwalk 2,180 4,376 6,556 2,180 4,376 6,556 6,810 -254 -3.7%

Quinebaug Valley 677 1,252 1,929 677 1,252 1,929 2,086 -157 -7.5%

Three Rivers 1,609 3,140 4,749 1,609 3,140 4,749 4,980 -231 -4.6%

Tunxis 1,688 2,859 4,547 1,688 2,859 4,547 4,734 -187 -4.0%

ConnSCU - Charter Oak State College 
4

301 1,280 1,581 301 1,280 1,581 1,644 -63 -3.8%

Total ConnSCU 42,973 44,284 87,257 1,598 3,765 5,363 44,571 48,049 92,620 94,696 -2,076 -2.2%

TOTAL, STATE INSTITUTIONS 63,621 46,231 109,852 6,861 6,381 13,242 70,482 52,612 123,094 124,952 -1,858 -1.5%

U.S. Coast Guard Academy 902 0 902 0 0 902 0 902 967 -65 -6.7%

TOTAL, PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 64,523 46,231 110,754 6,861 6,381 13,242 71,384 52,612 123,996 125,919 -1,923 -1.5%

STATEWIDE TOTAL 108,691 58,435 167,126 20,055 14,914 34,969 128,746 73,349 202,095 202,992 -897 -0.4%

Yellow highlight indicates new enrollment record.

ChangeUndergraduate Graduate Fall 2013 Totals

* Data for Fall 2013 are census-date counts.  They are not official until reported to IPEDS in spring 2014.
1
 Tri-Campus consists of the Hartford, Torrington, and Waterbury branch campuses. 

2
 Included in Storrs enrollment when reported to IPEDS.

3
 Connecticut State Colleges & Universities (ConnSCU) headcount enrollments prior to fall 2012 included students who were exclusively auditing classes that cannot be applied towards a formal award as well as students 

studying abroad but paying only a nominal fee at their home institution (even though IPEDS instructs institutions to exclude these students from their headcount enrollment).  These students are not included in fall 2012 

and later years, in accordance with IPEDS definitions.
4
 Charter Oak State College through 2011 historically included students who were affiliated with the College for the purposes of transcript evaluation and degree aggregation but were not enrolled for credit (although this 

practice is not consistent with IPEDS enrollment reporting guidelines). The decrease in enrollment for Charter Oak State College is entirely attributed to this change in reporting practice.

Fall 2013* Enrollment: Connecticut Public Colleges and Universities
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Fall 2012 

Data Source: Current year figures as reported by institutions; prior year figures from the CT Office of Higher Education Enrollment Database.


