



Connecticut Commission on Community Service

Commission Meeting

Record of Meeting – June 25, 2008
Holiday Hill – Cheshire/Prospect, CT

(AmeriCorps Member Recognition Day)

Members Present:
J. Barber, I. Black, R. Cherry, J. Ciarleglio, P. Cohen-Hecht,  V. Conroy, W. Dyson,  E. Janney, M. Manson, R. McCue, S. Murdoch, A. Quiñones, S. Shah, K. Singh, C. Underwood, M. Wilcox
Members Absent:
N. Berube, K. Buesking, S. Cochran, X. Gu, N. Kokoruda, J. Kristof, C. Velazquez,  S. Zotto
Others:
 A. Davis (Executive Assistant), J. Blazynksi (Program Officer), J. Johnson (Executive Director)
 

1.
Call to Order 

E. Janney called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m.   J. Johnson introduced herself and welcomed the group.  

2.
Roll Call

A. Davis read the roll call.  Quorum was declared.

3.
Introduction of New Commissioners

The following Commissioners reintroduced themselves:
Dr. Iona Black
A chemistry professor at Yale and a faculty advisor for several student groups;

Kanwaljit “KJ” Singh
 A software quality auditor at Pratt & Whitney and the founder of the 5 Rivers Community Foundation (a foundation that supports the underserved families in India and the United States).
J. Johnson asked W. Dyson to introduce himself to the group as some of the newer Commissioners haven’t had the opportunity to meet him.  
4.
Approval of April 23, 2008 Minutes

On a motion made by E. Janney and seconded by A. Quiñones, the minutes were approved unanimously.  
5.
Action Items Since April Meeting

· 2008-2009 AmeriCorps Peer Review Results and Vote

J. Blazynski, Program Officer, distributed copies of the RFP/Formula assessment  summaries and asked that the peer reviewers who were present to please speak about the programs.  Peer reviewers include I. Black, S. Shah, M. Manson, V. Conroy, C. Underwood, and J. Kristof.
S. Shah spoke about “Safe Neighborhoods AmeriCorps Partnership”.  It was the strongest program submitted, however, the grant wasn’t written to reflect its success.  

The program started back in 1994 as the Summer of Safety Program.   The program has been recommended for funding.

R. McCue spoke about “Experience Corps”.  They are a strong, large organization who is partnered with United Way.  They are currently in their second year of funding, so 2008-09 would be their third year.  Though they received the lowest score from the peer reviewers, they are recommended for funding.  

I. Black spoke about “SAIR Corps” which is located in Meriden.  They need to refine their program – AmeriCorps members are being utilized more as staff members.  This is a very compelling and much needed program.  They were approved and recommended for funding based on the history of the program.  J. Blazynski, T. Darden Smith, and S. Shah are scheduled to meet with SAIR Corps next week.  W. Dyson expressed his concern with the obvious pitfalls of the possible time staff may need to spend with this program.  E. Janney asked what happens to the money allocated for a program if we decide not to fund them.  J. Johnson stated that the money is formula money and we don’t lose it.  J. Johnson also stated that even though four programs applied, there are other programs out there that have the potential to be funded if there is money left over.  
M. Manson spoke about “AmeriCorps Community Education & Outreach Project”.  They are currently in their first year of funding.  They need to develop a mission.  This is a high-risk program and the peer reviewers stated they would like to see significant changes before recommending them for funding.  

J. Johnson stated that at the end of this entire process, it will be determined how much money is left in the pool, that way they can determine if we can do a planning grant.  I. Black stated that as a peer reviewer, she didn’t feel this program was receptive to help.  J. Johnson stated that we can help them with technical assistance so that they will be ready for the next round of funding.

The amount of proposals that come in each year fluctuates.  There were only four received this year. 

On a motion made by W. Dyson, seconded by A. Quiñones, the commission voted and agreed upon unanimously to ask the corporation for the full funding allocation. 

A short discussion ensued regarding the RFP/Peer Review Group/Program Funding process, i.e. an understanding is needed regarding the entire funding process; the commissioners can help the staff with these programs; there has to be accountability; the programs need to know that the board may not be comfortable with the grant proposal/program; they need more technical assistance.  A. Quiñones suggested we get back to the programs with a list of what their grant proposal is missing, give them a deadline to respond back to the peer review group with the missing information, and then make a decision on whether to fund them.  On a motion by E. Janney, seconded by W. Dyson, the commission voted upon and agreed unanimously to A. Quiñones’ suggestion.
On another conversation regarding outreach and education in the community (an “AmeriCorps 101” workshop), it was suggested that this be done through the Communications Committee.
· Committee Reports – Tabled until next meeting

· 2008 National Conference on Volunteering and Service, Atlanta 
The conference was great!  If you require additional information, please email J. Johnson.

6.
New Business

· State Service Commissioner Institute – September 24, 2008 in Arlington, Virginia
A “hold the date” announcement was distributed.  It is the same date that our next board meeting is scheduled for, therefore, we will probably have to reschedule the board meeting.  There are 11 commissioners who are interested in attending the institute.

· The next National Conference on Volunteering will be held in San Francisco on June 23-25, 2009.  Due to budget constraints, there will be a process developed to determine who will attend.

7.
Announcements
· E. Janney will be hosting a summer social at his home on Saturday, July 19th at 6:00 p.m.  Invitations were distributed. 

8.
Adjournment
On a motion made by E. Janney and seconded by W. Dyson, the meeting was adjourned at 1:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Annie Davis

Executive Assistant
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