Connecticut Commission on Community Service

Commission Meeting

Record of Meeting – Teleconference Call
November 13, 2006
Members Present:
K. Arnold, N. Berube, B. Ceuch, R. Cherry, T. Christiansen-Keen, W. Dyson, E. Janney, V. Lewis, R. McCue, S. Murdoch, A. Quiñones, R. Rue, S. Shah, C. Underwood, M. Wilcox,

Members Absent:
P. Cohen-Hecht, T. Curtis, C. Hinman, S. Kaing, D. Machacek, S. Ramirez, P. Roy 

Others:
J. Blazynski, A. Davis, J. Johnson
 

1.
Call to Order 

K. Arnold called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.
2.
Roll Call
3.
Approval of Minutes
April 10, 2006 – T. Christiansen-Keen made note of an error on page 4 – 1 p.m. should be changed to 1 a.m.  On a motion made by W. Dyson and seconded by M. Wilcox, the correction and minutes were unanimously approved.

May 12, 2006 – On a motion made by W. Dyson and seconded by A. Quiñones, the minutes were unanimously approved.  
June 6, 2006 – On a motion made by W. Dyson and seconded by A. Quiñones, the minutes were unanimously approved.
July 24, 2006 – On a motion made by M. Wilcox and seconded by W. Dyson, the minutes were unanimously approved.

4.
Action Items Since July Meeting – J. Johnson

· Recap of Strategic Planning Process - 
There are 4 goals to be accomplished by 2010.  J. Johnson asked that everyone take a look at their notes when they have a moment and at the next meeting be prepared to discuss how to accomplish these goals.  
· CT Volunteer Center Network –

There was a $5,000 grant awarded last fall by the Points of Light Foundation.  J. Johnson has been meeting with the volunteer center – a big concern is capacity.  A new initiative to place AmeriCorps*VISTAs in each volunteer center may address issue of capacity.  A grant was submitted to the Corporation for National and Community Service to support such an initiative. It was approved; the next step is to submit a plan.  The next meeting with the volunteer centers is December 7th.  

· Community Service Representatives on College Campuses

A network of college campuses are paid where students are part of volunteer service.  Extend the Vista piece to this?  The Commission pays for part of the membership in the beginning, and then they come up with a sustainability plan.  The Commission would assume responsibility for Vistas.  There should be a volunteer collaboration among institutions throughout the state – How many campuses would be involved?  The first-year effort is 40 campuses.  K. Arnold asked how the Commission would pick the schools.  J. Johnson stated that we’d have to look at state $ and have another meeting.  The general consensus from the group is “great idea”.  A discussion then ensued regarding participation in College Compact.
· Inclusion Officer

We’ve advertised for and have interviewed for a part-time Inclusion Officer.  The position will focus on outreach to persons with disabilities who will participate in AmeriCorps programs.  We are done with the interview process and are currently checking references of the top three candidates.  Commissioner Lewis will approve the candidate and then we are able to make an offer to hire.  It is a 20 hour per week position and is grant-salaried.
5.
New Business
· 2006 National Conference on Volunteering and Service (Seattle, WA – 6/18 – 6/20)
A. Quiñones stated that the conference was impressive and well put together.  The workshops were relevant and she was very pleased with the content and message.  

C. Underwood attended a workshop regarding community service agencies working with states/feds as first responders to disasters, i.e. pandemic flu.  It’s good to get involved in what the state is doing.  J. Johnson commented that DHE is working on a pandemic flu plan and that she will attend a National Disaster Response Planning Committee meeting in Washington, DC.  S. Murdoch stated that the American Red Cross is very involved in disaster situations and that she would like to help and be involved with the disaster plan.

S. Shah would like to set up an ad-hoc committee to deal with communications and marketing, i.e. who is on the commission, what do we do, talking points for the commissioners, build awareness.  If anyone is interested in being on the Communications and Marketing Ad-hoc Committee, please email J. Johnson.  We will try to have some material available for you to review at the January 29th meeting.

6.
Announcements
On a personal note, J. Johnson announced that she is the proud auntie of new baby niece Avery Fay, coming in to the world at 6 lbs. 14 ozs. and 19” long!  Congrats to Jacqui and her family!
7.
Adjournment
On a motion made by W. Dyson and seconded by A. Quiñones the meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Annie Davis
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