
 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

May 19, 2010 
 

Department of Higher Education 
Hartford, CT 

 
Members  P. Christiana, B. Flaherty, J. Reynolds, F. Ridley, A. Vertefeuille, 
Present: M. Villani 
 
Members  
Absent: W. Aniskovich, D. Brennan, J. LaVecchia, R. Robins, M. Werle 
 
SAC G. Bermudez, CSUS; A. Bonney, MCC; S. Brown, BOTCTC; N. Bull, UConn; 
Committee  D. Cassiday, COSC; J. Miller, NVCC; G. Ragosta, CCIC; M. Rooke, TCC; 
Members: J. Sherrard, TRCC; M. Sparmer, CCC; R. Townsend, MCC 
 
Members of G. Barrett, BOTCTC; P. Bouffard, NCCC; P. Cocchiola, BOTCTC;  
the Public: M. Cox, BOTCTC; B. Douglass, NCCC; S. Frazier, NCCC; L. Hammersley, 

OPM; P. Kedderis, CSUS; L. Klein, UConn; L. Perfetto, BOTCTC;  
  G. Richardson, UConn; P. Susen, BOTCTC 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Ridley called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of the Board Minutes 
 
A. Vertefeuille moved and J. Reynolds seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the April 
28, 2010 meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
3. Public Participation 
 
None. 
 
4. Report of the Board Chairman 
 
F. Ridley stated that a commendation was received from the Office of State Ethics, 
congratulating the Board on completing the required forms with 100% participation.  The Office 
of State Ethics commented particularly on the efforts of Toby Bates, Director of Internal 
Administration for his efforts. 
 
Board members commented on various commencement exercises that they have participated in 
and noted that they were pleased to do so.  
 
F. Ridley noted that President Lynn Brooks will be retiring at the end of the month from Lincoln 
College of New England, formerly know as Briarwood College.  
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5. Report of the Commissioner 
 
M. Meotti informed the Board that he will be the commencement speaker at Eastern Connecticut 
State University’s 2010 commencement which will be held on Sunday, May 23 at the XL Center 
in Hartford.  
 
He noted that the Department of Higher Education was recently commended for having 100% 
participation in the Connecticut State Employees Campaign for many years.   
 
6. Commissioner’s Consent Calendar 
 

a. Constituent Unit Operating Fund Reports for the Nine-Month Period Ending March 31, 
2010 

 
b. Goodwin College – licensure of a program in Occupational Therapy Assistant, leading to 

an Associate of Science degree  
 

c. Northwestern Connecticut Community College – licensure of a program in Nursing, 
leading to the Associate of Science degree 

 
d. Sacred Heart University – licensure of a program in Environmental System Analysis and 

Management, leading to a Master of Science degree 
 

e. Mitchell College – accreditation of a program in Homeland Security, leading to the 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
 

f. Mitchell College – accreditation of a program in Communication, leading to the Bachelor 
of Science degree with concentrations in 1) Interpersonal and Organizational 
Communication and 2) Performance and Technology 

 
g. Quinnipiac University - accreditation of a program in Occupational Therapy, leading to 

the Master of Science degree and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study to be offered 
online 

 
h. Lincoln College of New England - modification of a program in Health Information 

Technology offered on ground, leading to an Associate of Applied Science degree 
 
i. Gibbs College - change of institutional name from Gibbs College to Sanford Brown 

College 
 

On a motion made by A. Vertefeuille, seconded by B. Flaherty, the Board unanimously voted to 
approve the Commissioner’s Consent Calendar. 
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7. Academic Affairs 
 
 Action Items 
 

a. University of Connecticut - licensure and accreditation of a program in Business 
Administration, leading to a Bachelor of Science degree  

 
DHE Senior Associate Carlota Schechter reviewed the staff report and introduced Nancy Bull, 
Vice Provost for Academic Administration, Lin Klein, Associate Dean and Professor of Finance, 
School of Business, and Glen Richardson, University Director-Regional Campuses, School of 
Business.   
 
After discussion, J. Reynolds moved that that the Board of Governors for Higher Education 
license and accredit a program in Business Administration at the University of Connecticut, 
leading to a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree, for a period of time concurrent with institutional 
accreditation.  M. Villani seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
8. Other Business 
 
None. 
  
9. Joint Meeting with the Standing Advisory Committee (SAC) 
 
M. Rooke thanked the Board for the opportunity to meet jointly with the Standing Advisory 
Committee to discuss remediation.  Remediation has been identified by the Chancellor for the 
community college system as one of the most important challenges that the system faces as do 
many units of higher education on a national level. 
 
P. Susen stated that the community college system mission is access to success.  The system has 
five parts to its mission: transfer education, career education; developmental education; short-
term workforce training; and community service.  He discussed different initiatives at various 
foundations at the national level with which the system is involved. 
 
He shared some data with the board noting that in the fall 2009, 26% of community college 
students were enrolled in at least one developmental course while over 70% are being assessed 
by Accuplacer as needing developmental coursework.  Only half of development education 
students are getting a C or better in these courses.  P. Susen indicated that there are five ways to 
get to where we need to be to improve success in developmental education so students can move 
on to college level courses and graduate – 1) aligned expectations; 2) assessment and placement 
process; 3) longitudinal data; 4) curriculum based redesign; and, 5) integration of academic and 
student support services. 
 



BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
Minutes of the Meeting 
May 19, 2010 
Page 4 
 
 
P. Susen concluded by noting that there are opportunities from other sources for assistance 
besides the state budget from both private foundations and the federal government.  
 
G. Bermúdez indicated that the language of “proficiency” varies within the different systems of 
higher education.  Within the Connecticut State University System, proficiency means the ability 
of students to enter college credit bearing courses that count towards a degree.  The term 
“developmental” indicates a course that has college credit but does not count towards general 
education requirements.  “Remedial” courses are described as courses that are non credit-bearing 
courses and are essentially equivalent to a high school course.  G. Bermúdez noted that the 
Connecticut State University System uses two approaches in assisting students who require 
developmental education - the system must accept the students and create courses that prepare 
the students to take general education courses, if they are not prepared.  All students are required 
to complete remedial/developmental coursework within their first 24 credits.  Another approach 
is to strengthen the connections with the K-12 schools – in particular those schools that are 
feeders into the Connecticut State University System, as evidenced by a partnership between 
Western Connecticut State University and Bethel and Danbury high schools. 
 
A question was raised regarding why the Connecticut state universities are admitting students 
needing remedial or development course work. Another point raised is the cost of providing 
remedial and developmental course work at institutions of higher education. 
 
There being no further discussion, F. Ridley thanked members of both the Board of Governors 
and the Standing Advisory Committee for an informative discussion on a topic which is 
important across all of higher education. 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
A. Vertefeuille moved and J. Reynolds seconded the motion to adjourn at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Constance Fraser 
 Secretary 


